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B DESCRIPTION 
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i^FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ebenezer Baptist Church is located on the north side of Cumberland Street 
several lots east of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks in Cumberland, Allegany 
County, Maryland. It is a two-story tan brick structure built in 1875, three bays 
(28') wide with a cross gable and four bays (40') deep. A small steeple is perched on 
the roof to the east of the cross gable. 

The main entrance is in the center of the south facade. It consists of a double 
door with a lancet-shaped transom. The arch over the transom is laid in darker brick, 
two rows of all headers. On the second floor there are three lancet windows with double 
hung sash and stone sills. They have arches above like that on the door. The sash have 
one large pane with a row of small squares of stained glass around the edge. The 
central window is shorter and wider than the others and extends a little way into the 
cross gable end. Rusticated stone quoins decorate both corners of the south facade. 

The steeple sits on the south slope of the east end of the roof. It is a square 
shingled structure with louvered panels on the sides and a roof. The roof and 
cross gable across the front of the church are very steep. The roof over the rear three 
bays is perpendicular to the front roof and has a shallow pitch. 

Along the sides there are four windows on both the first and second stories. 
Those on the second story are identical to the flanking windows on the south facade. The 
first story windows are shorter and have stone sills and segmentally arched lintels 
of two rows of headers. These windows are boarded up. 

The Church is built into a slope and has an exposed basement on the rear facdde. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The cornerstone of the Ebenezer Baptist Church was laid in August 1875, and the church 
was completed the same year. The church is located on the west side of historic Will's 
Creek, on Cumberland Street. 

The lot on which the church is located was purchased of George Henderson, Jr. (a 
prominent businessman of Cumberland) and deeded to Lewis Hicks, Willie Johnson, Robert 
Trent, Simon Bolden, and John H. Homes, a committee appointed by Ebenezer African 
Baptist Church of Cumberland. 

The present brick building was constructed in a very nice residential area, giving 
the church an excellent view of the city of Cumberland. The church is also in sight 
of Cumberland's most historic site, Fort Cumberland. 

f Ebenezer Church is a very style-conscious structure, emulating the Gothic 
.viva! architecture of many 19th century churches. It was constructed by the black 

population of Cumberland at a time when money was scarce and business failing in this 
area. In spite of this, the church was planned and constructed by a group who largely 
depended on labor in local business and industry for their wages. 
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AL-IV-A-165 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
211 Cumberland Street 
1994-95 Aerial Photo Tax Map 106, p. 1337 
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